March 5th, 2005

Hi Gavin

Good to hear from you again. From you e-mail. you seem to be liking Manchester. You mentioned that it is Sian’s birthday this week. Wish her a happy birthday. Good that you will be doing some voluntary work. Do they call that place a hospice? The leading article in last week’s ‘Time’ magazine was about the science of happiness and it mentioned that one of the things leading to a satisfying/happy life is to practise acts of kindness/altruism, which is what you are doing. 

Remember that Stanford University sent out reproductions of Dickens’ books in their original magazine-style format? It began with ‘Great Expectations.’ The present one is ‘Hard Times.’ Stanford posts an issue once a week but only inside the US. For people overseas, they post a complete package when all the issues have been printed, which is about now. So, on their suggestion, I sent an e-mail to remind them to send me the package. Guess it will arrive in a few weeks. 

In Hong Kong, the main story of the week is the possible resignation of Tung Chee-hua. At present, he is in Beijing in preparation for the annual meeting of the National Peoples’ Congress (NPC), The NPC is China’s parliament but is mainly a rubber stamp institution for decisions made by others. Mr Tung has also been appointed to the country’s top advisory body. It too is toothless, though some of the ideas it floats may be taken up. Well, regarding Mr Tung’s resignation, this is my theory:

-- He was ‘sacked’ by the top officials in China, due to what they perceive as his poor performance (even though the official pronouncements will be full of praise).

-- Being appointed to the advisory body is a ‘good’ reason for him not being able to continue being HK Chief Executive. Also, ‘ill-health’ is being touted as well, and this is a typical reason for a sacking.

-- It has long been regarded that if he resigned, there would be serious consequences in HK (probably economic), so the rumours were leaked to test the waters and see what might happen here. If the reaction were negative, the rumours of his resignation would then be denied! 

-- As nothing has happened, an announcement of his ‘resignation’ can be expected in a few days.

My computer is causing BIG problems. A couple of days ago it crashed 6 times before I could do anything! This is all because I downloaded an anti-virus program, which has caused more problems than 100 viruses! It would not load properly, would not uninstall, and it deleted some key files from the operating system! It seems to have partly fixed itself, though I don’t know how. But anyway, I am getting a new ‘Dell’ computer on Tuesday, which should overcome these problems, I hope. And, instead of using a modem and telephone Internet connection, I will get a broadband connection. 

You probably heard about the first solo non-stop flight around the Earth without refuelling. Good effort. The aeroplane was build by the same guy who built the first private spaceship that flew a few months ago. 
A very good run yesterday. Cool, fine conditions. Time of 2 hr 37 min was 12 minutes faster than last year. Able to do a lot of running without stops. I can’t understand why some of the times for my runs are still so good, but I must be getting close to my maxima. At one point during yesterday’s run, I considered slowing down so that I would have a time that I could beat next year!!  
The Rugby World Cup sevens tournament will be held in HK soon. I am not sure if it is next weekend of the following one. For most people here, it is a non-event. The Japanese team has arrived, the first to do so, so that they can get plenty of practice before the competition begins. I think they are in the same group as the HK team, and are insisting that there are no HK ‘spies’ watching their training sessions (at King’s Park). 

I think that about it for now. 
Cheers
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